LATER WORK,  1797-1826
Usually, however, Flaxman was more frankly literary
in trying to express the meaning of some phrase or text
appropriate to the occasion. Such an attempt is the
relief on the monument to Miss Cromwell in Chichester
Cathedral1 The motive of a young woman borne up-
wards by angels is here designed to illustrate the words
" Com, thou Blessed " (Plate XXIII).
By far the most ambitious work of this type, however,
is the monument to The Baring Family in Micheldever
Church, Hampshire, erected by Sir Francis Baring over
the family tomb. On the sculpture for this Flaxman
worked from 1801 to 1813, exhibiting various versions
of different parts at the Royal Academy throughout this
period.2 In the finished work the sculpture is intended
to illustrate three phrases from the Lord's Prayer. The
central part represents " Thy Will be done" by a female
figure in the round seated in an attitude of resignation
(Plate XXIV). Subsidiary panels in high relief represent
" Thy Kingdom come " by a mother and child borne to
Heaven by angels, and " Deliver us from evil" by a male
figure struggling upwards with good and bad spirits
fighting for his soul. The ascension motive had already
been used in the Cromwell monument, and appears also
in that to Mrs. Knight in Milton Church, Cambridge,
executed in 1802.
This symbolic type of monument was partly a response
to the religious feeling of the period ;   but it also made
1 Model exhibited R.A. 1800.               * See Appendix L
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